
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 689 

common forms of applications, and, in addition, brings out a large number of 
methods less commonly known, especially in the use of parobola and certain 
higher curves in deriving graphic solutions of equations. The book should be of 
the utmost value to high-school teachers, not so much in supplying material to 
give to high-school pupils, as in furnishing that self-illumination and reserve 
power which contribute so largely to a teacher's effectiveness, and which, in 
unseen ways, tend to arouse and sustain interest and enthusiasm in the pupils. 



High School Algebra. By J. H. Tanner, Ph.D. New York: American 

Book Co., 1908. Pp. vi+346. $1.00. 

This text covers substantially the same ground as the author's Elementary 
Algebra, but presents a briefer and simpler treatment of the topics. 

An important feature of the book, which is to be commended, is the placing 
of a chapter on quadratic equations before the chapter on radicals and imagi- 
naries, and the theory of exponents. The fact that this is done, as the author 
says, on the request of prominent mathematics teachers, is an emphatic indi- 
cation of the present tendency among thoughtful teachers to postpone more of 
the abstract manipulation till later in the course, and to put the whole subject 
of equations earlier. When this is done some of the richest applications of 
algebra are put within reach of the pupil in the first year of the course, whereas, 
if radicals, exponents, and imaginaries come early, the interesting and useful 
problems in quadratics are crowded out, and the pupil either never sees them, 
if he leaves school after one year, or else he may become discouraged with the 
overdose of abstract manipulation and drop out of algebra with disgust as soon 
as the absolute requirements of the curriculum will permit. The same argu- 
ment which justifies postponement of formal radicals, exponents, and imagi- 
naries till after quadratics would also postpone much of the complicated work 
in factoring and fractions, thus allowing the pupil to get interested in the use 
of algebra for solving problems at a still earlier period. 

The form and style of this text are a great improvement over the author's 
Elementary Algebra for the use of the beginner in the high school. Many 
teachers will possibly feel that if the graphic work is worth introducing at all, 
it should be developed in connection with simultaneous equations instead of sepa- 
rately in a much later chapter. 

H. E. Slaught 

The University of Chicago 



American History for Use in Secondary Schools. By Roscoe Lewis Ashley. 

New York: Macmillan, 1907. Pp. xxxv+557 +xlvii. 

This is an admirable textbook for secondary schools. The proportions are 
very just. The halfway mark falls immediately after the formation of the 
federal government; military operations are condensed into a very short space, 
the Civil War taking only thirty pages ; and an unusual amount of attention 
is given to social and economic changes. The text is remarkably free from error, 
and the author seems to be fully acquainted with the latest results of scholar- 
ship. At the same time he shows independence of judgment, as is illustrated by 



